
The Impact of Consulting Services on Audit Quality:  
An Experimental Approach 

Data Description 

This document summarizes our data and code in accordance with the Journal of Accounting 
Research data policy. 

1. A description of which author(s) handled the data and conducted the analyses. 

All three authors handled data and conducted analysis at some point in the process. 

2. A detailed description of how the raw data were obtained or generated, including data 
sources, the specific date(s) on which data were downloaded or obtained, and the 
instrument used to generate the data (e.g., for surveys or experiments). We recommend 
that more than one author is able to vouch for the stated source of the raw data. 

Data were collected via experiments conducted in the BRITE Lab at the University of Wisconsin 
– Madison (BRITE.wisc.edu). The experimental markets are programmed and conducted with z-
Tree software. 

3. If the data are obtained from an organization on a proprietary basis, the authors should 
privately provide the editors with contact information for a representative of the 
organization who can confirm data were obtained by the authors. The editors would not 
make this information publicly available. The authors should also provide information to 
the editors about the data sharing agreement with the organization (e.g., non-disclosure 
agreements, any restrictions imposed by the organization on the authors, such as 
restrictions to publish certain results). 

Not applicable. 

4. A complete description of the steps necessary to collect and process the data used in the 
final analyses reported in the paper. For experimental and survey papers, we require 
information about the instructions and instruments used to generate the data, subject 
eligibility and/or selection, as well as any exclusion criteria. The full set of instructions 
and instruments can be provided in the online appendix. 

We collected data in the BRITE Lab using subjects recruited from its participant database. The 
main criteria for inclusion is the participants are students at the University of Wisconsin, cannot 
be minors, and have not previously participated in a similar experiment. Participants can only 
participate in one of our proposed experimental sessions. Refer to Section I of the online 
appendix for experiment instructions under each condition. Refer Section I of the online 
appendix for the screenshots showing questions, answers, and feedback from the mandatory pre-
experiment quiz. 



5. The computer programs or code used to convert the raw data into the final dataset used in 
the analysis plus a brief description that enables other researchers to use this program. 
The purpose of this requirement is to facilitate replication and to help other researchers 
understand in detail how the raw data were processed, the final sample was formed, 
variables were defined, outliers were treated, etc. This code or programming is in most 
circumstances not proprietary. However, we recognize that some parts of the code or data 
generation process may be proprietary, including from the authors’ perspective. 
Therefore, instead of the code or program, researchers can provide a detailed step-by-step 
description of the code or the relevant parts of the code such that it enables other 
researchers to arrive at the same final dataset used in the analysis. In such cases, the 
authors should inform the editors upon initial submission, so that the editors can consider 
an exemption from the code sharing requirement. 

Please see the enclosed STATA program named “JAR STATA Code”. The program is used to 
import and merge raw data files, construct variables, and perform analysis reported in the paper. 
Refer to in-line comments for variable descriptions and notes by code used to create tables. Refer 
to Appendix A of the paper for the post-experiment questions and summary statistics of received 
responses. Refer to the “RawData” folder for z-Tree output manually assembled into three excel 
files and scrubbed for any identifying data. Refer to the enclosed “Data Dictionary” for 
description of z-Tree output. 

6. An assurance that the data and programs will be maintained by at least one author 
(usually the corresponding author) for at least six years, consistent with National Science 
Foundation guidelines. 

We will maintain our data and programs as required. Brian Mayhew will retain the final datasets 
and any specialized programs used to analyze the data. 

Enclosures: 
JAR STATA Code 
RawData 
Data Dictionary 


